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Saagon ﬁwes
ﬁéoomvkepoﬂ
To Mcamara

1. S. Defense Chief
Sees Junta After
American Advisers

SAIGON, Vie; Nam, 1)¢0. 20 |
P).— United States Defense
ecretary Robert S, McNamara;
et South Viet Nam’'s ruiing
hilitary junta today bearing &
epressing report on progress
f the war against the Com-
wnist Viet Cong. f
Mr. McNamare ana top’
Lmerlcan officials in Viet Nam:
bad an afternoon-long conter-:
nce with the full junta, in-!
luding Chief of State Mal.
ion. Duong Van Minh and
bremier Nguyen Ngoc Tho. ;
1t was Mr. McNamara’s cons|
luding meeting of a 36-hour|
isit which ends with his de-|
varture for Hawali tonight. i
Mr. McNamara reported)y!
ot a hard appraisal of a de-
lerdorating . situation from
fimerican advisers in three kcy
wovinces this morping.
“Thelr provinces, currently the
worst hit in Viet Nam, are
Fong An, on Saigon’s southern
fringes: Kien Hoa, in the Me-
fzong Delta, and Binh Duong, at
the edge of “D" zone north of
Saigon.,

Feppered With Questions

Mr.' McNamara peppered the
ladvisers  with . questions for
three hourz. 'ts.kmz coplous
notes.

‘e got “all the right poop,”
one American source sald.

4

after a visit three
ago sald he belleved the Vied
Namese could handle the Coms|
munists without the present|
massive - United = States help,
United States officials hers now|
say the junta is spending too
much time on politics at the
gxpense of the war.

“1¢ things don't get movin
In 90 days we are lost,” sal
pne American official

tmerican sources said als
that senior Americans her
~sounded out Mx Manmara 0
“Ehp pacsihbie e
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McCone Atlends Discussions

. adci¥amara's discussions,
r. McCone is believed to be -
organizing his forces here
llowing the recall to Wash-
leton of his chief opersative,
hn H. Richardson,

Mr. Richardsons replacement,’
crre da Silva, who has been

. ulchardqon

rking in Hong Kong, came |
Sajgon with Mr. McCone. -
e is expected to take over hlx"
st early next yeéar. :
Mr, Richardson reportedly:: -
recalled at the insistencei.
United States Ambassador|: =
nry Cabot Lodge. ’

Mr. Lodge was sent to South
jet Nam by the late President
ennedy after the administra~
on decided to take a tougher
ne with President Ngo Dinh
fecm's regime following its
ackdown on Buddhists,

As head of the 200 or so
TA agents in South Viet Nam,
1r, Richardson worked closely
ith the regime, particularly
he President’'s aggressive
rother and chief adviser. Ngo
Dinh Nhu.

A conflict over tactles be-
ween Mr., Lodge and Mr,
wis  belleved at
responsible  {oz
v.'s recall,
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